SULTAN MAHOMED BEGARAH

left like the arms of a person going to embrace, and that
the Sultan had moustaches like bullocks' horns, hence
his cognomen. He was a great eater, and he was in the
habit of saying that he did not know how he would
have satisfied his hunger had not God raised him to the
throne of Gujarat!

A strong hand was needed in Gujarat to keep all the
warring elements in the province in hand, and Mahomed
Begarah was soon to show he was determined to be
paramount both in Gujarat and in Saurashtra. He first
of all settled all troubles near home, and having con-
solidated his power in Gujarat, he turned his attention
towards Saurashtra. The complete conquest of the
peninsula appears to have been contemplated for some
years before Mahomed Begarah found time in A.D. 1467
to march against Junagadh. In the " Mirat-i-Sikandari "
we read that in A.D. 1460 the Sultan one day went out
on a hunting expedition, and held a review of his army
in the neighbourhood of Kapparbhanj. After reading a
prayer he said, " God willing, next year I will found a
new city." While he read the Fatihah his face was
turned in the direction of Saurashtra, which those present
took to be some indication of his thoughts. It is most
probable, indeed, that he did contemplate for several
years the complete subjugation of the most coveted
province adjoining Gujarat, and when he had made up
his mind he was not a man to be shaken in his resolve,
nor to desist from it until he had carried it out com-
pletely. The story goes that Ra Mandlik quarrelled with
his chief minister, named Wisal, and this man invited the
Mahomedan to invade Ra Mandlik's dominions.

At this time Junagadh appears to have been sur-
rounded on all sides by thick jungle, through which
horses could not pass, and which were inhabited by a
jungle tribe of small stature known as " Khants." Some
remains of these people in the shape of memorial stones
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